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Charles River Crossing 
Secretary of Transportation James Kerasiotes 
surprised everyone and chose an alternative to 
the Scheme Z Charles River Crossing with no 
tunnel in the Charles River. He also announced 
that the cost for the entire has increased to $7.7 
ee billion. The Non-River-Tunnel Alternative features a 10-lane cable- 
| Departures _ | stayed bridge over the river, four lanes in each direction and two 
| Vicki Rankin Marx, MBTA, to New York Transit Authority northbound lanes from downtown and the Sumner Tunnel. A 
| Anthony Palmere, MBTA planning director, to Sacramento Transit second four-lane bridge carries traffic to and from Storrow Drive/ 
| Sue Clippinger, Massport ground transportation, to Jamaica Plain Leverett Circle. Three loop ramps over East Cambridge turn into 
| Anne Aylward, Massport maritime director, to Milton two loop ramps when the traffic from Storrow Drive to the Tobin 
ee “oe to East Boston | Bridge and traffic from the Central Artery to the Tobin Bridge meet. 
ovy Pearlstein, State Transportation Librarian, to Bain & Co. Recently, the state seemed to be leaning toward a plan with one 
river tunnel in the same alignment with the bridge and transit tunnel. 
The so-called r (realigned reduced-river-tunnel) scheme came 
from the Boston Artery Focus Group, convened by the Downtown 
North Association. The group held open deliberations to reach 
consensus south of the Charies River while considering the issues 
north of the Charles River. A key was to come up with a scheme that 
would avoid lawsuits. The r’ scheme was shown to Charlestown and 
Cambridge groups who called it unacceptable and insisted on the alterna- 
tive approved by the Bndge Design Review Committee, 8.1D Mod. 5. 


Transportation Plan 

The Transportation Plan for the Boston Re- 
gion, the first regional transportation plan since 
1983, was submitted by the Metropolitan Plan- 
ning Organization (MPO) in August. This long- 
range plan is required by the Federal govern- 
ment to be submitted to them in November. Locally, the Plan must 
be approved by the Joint Regional Transportation Committee 
(JRTC), a group established by the MPO to ensure citizen involve- 
ment in the planning process. 

The Plan states that the "Boston MPO intends to use this long- 
range plan to carry out a new mission for transportation in the 
Boston region." Chapter 3 of the Transportation Plan sets out the 
goals and policies for the various transportation modes and states 
how the transportation system should help support economic devel- 
opment, reduce air pollution, and increase accessibility. 

Yet, the Plan is controversial and was rejected twice by JRTC and 
by the MPO agencies. At the very same time, however, Governor 
Weld submitted a transportation bond bill for $5.7 billion for five years 
of highway, bridge, transit, freight and bicycle projects. 

Where is the consensus and closure on this phase of the Plan that 
should drive the development of the bond bill? Where's the Plan? 





The goal is simple: provide concise public information on 
construction projects, planning, and whatever else affects life in 
Boston. Welcome to The Boston Informer! Anthony Casendino, 
Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 
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| Changes... | 

Peter McNulty, Seelye Stevenson, to Modern Continental | 

| Steve Makris, Ebasco Services, to Seelye Stevenson | 
Valerie Southern, EOTC deputy secretary of capital planning, to 

| OTC deputy secretary of intermodalism | 

| Peter Welsh, Central Artery/Tunnel group for Boston, to Mayor | 

Menino's chief of staff 
| 
| Toye Brown, EOTC deputy secretary of surface transportation, | 
to EOTC deputy secretary of cultural and ethnic diversity 

Michael Swanson, MHD Chief Engineer, to EOTC deputy | 

| secretary of capital planning | 

| Gordon King, Capital Planning and Operations, to Massport aviation | 

Ellin Reisner, MBTA, to Massport | 

Geoff Slater, CTPS, to MBTA director of planning 

| Thomas Menino, Acting Mayor, to Real Mayor : 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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| Arrivals. se 

| Oliver Mitchell, Milton, to MBTA Board of Directors 
Dennis Coffey to EOTC director of rail 

| Andrew Brennan, EOEA, to MBTA environmental affairs 

| John DeVillars, Coopers & Lybrand, to U. S. Environmental 


IN THIS ISSUE: 
* Prudential Shopping Mall opens 


* New water taxi 


The report of the Beaches Commission, a joint commission on the future - Central Artery/North Area tunnel opens 
of Boston Harbor beaches in Boston, Quincy and Winthrop, is available 
from Justine Liff, project coordinator, Boston Parks Dept., 635-4505. bat atin ie 
















pedestrians around construction related to the | “At least in church you hear 'amen.”” 


Boston Common Garage: "Temporary Mayor's ‘ : : 
OU tke it wah Ghaerved efertheclection thatthe Curtis M. Davis, Central Artery/Tunnel project 


sign has been removed. 






| director of design and construction on lack of 





BEACO is : 
ou response allan ag at recent meeting 
“It's a club that protects its own.” 
‘tome ——— | Chairman of the MBTA Board and Sec. of 
| Transportation James Kerasiotes on the MBTA u 
+ , 
wee — | “The estimated project cost for the Artery with mitiga- |’ NORTH <3 
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c| tion is $6.4 billion. The total cost without mitigation? (ST ATIO 
Don't know. Completion date? Don't know.” 
Peter Zuk, Central Artery/Tunnel project director, at | j 

recent Move Mass. 2000 meeting, October 29,1993. | /{ 
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The $4 million reconstruction of Commer- Rasaegsscseeeeeeaseassete 

cial Street in the North End has begun. The NESSES 
project will make the road four lanes, enabling *‘ 
Commercial Street to handle significantly more 
traffic during Central Artery construction and 
serve as the designated hazardous cargo truck 
route after the Central Artery is depressed. 

Current construction activities involved wid- 
ening the road and putting in narrower sidewalks 
on the north side between the Coast Guard Sta- 
tion and Keany Square. 






















At last, the Downtown Crossing auto-restricted 
zone is being upgraded with new brick and granite 
sidewalks and brick roadway surface. The work is 
being done after hours and may (??) be complete in 
time for holiday shopping. Now, if they could crack 
down on the general-purpose traffic that illegally 
enters the area, Downtown Crossing would be truly 
pedestrian friendly. 
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luxury condominiums in two buildings on the 
North End waterfront, has finally opened after a 
troubled history of environmental review and 
bankruptcy. The new owners, Birmden Associ- 
ates of Wellesley, which includes Turner Con- 
struction Co., bought the buildings from the 
Resolution Trust Corp. for $11.8 million and 
have brought it into compliance with fire codes. 
Some of the 30 initial buyers have moved in. 
Burroughs Wharf is also the location for the two 
Boston Fire Department fire boats and crews. 
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It may be harder to get a cab at South Station pretty : . 
soon. When Central Artery construction on Atlantic Z, \C y 
Avenue begins next year (contract CO11A), the desig- te. W/ SS 
nated area for cabs, 180 feet accommodating about eight, Pr) ' 
will be maintained or relocated when necessary. How- 
SS» ever, there are usually 13 or more cabs parked on Atlantic 
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Avenue at South Station, illegally or quasi-legally. The S : " ESS 
"extra" cabs will have to scramble in an area where if ms arrange br ace bit ghees = sececteteecteaces 
on QOS ESSE 
curbside parking will De at 3 presmaum. | ; 4 service. The taxi service connects Admiral Hill . XESS 
NU) a7, in Chelsea to the North End, Long Wharf, A A Rs 

p\ NUL Rowes Wharf (connections to the Airport Wa- som song NN Sees 

a7 Y || V ter Shuttle), the Children's Museum on Fort is rae BSN es lent: 

eel a, [ Point Channel, and the World Trade Center. |7..: ssetate refete SE aah 

=, AY The service is now limited to the morning and ::::::-: mee peceretese AYA 

Ly evening peak hours and the fare is $2.50 one |::::::: ee ITD gee aceite utatiens 

. way, $4.00 round trip. Call 422-0392 for infor- |": 7 ertean hisses eArcesnesetetestestesteesenentestets 

mation. The service is run by Rob McPherson. }::: ipo WB Bos “SESS SSS 
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The 1.1-mile South Boston Haul Road, connecting \ ae ese ah sdeceeeseseanaseesersnsbpesssananeeersueeeerseeeeceseacoeeneeeaaepetesssaetenessseeseteeebeneeatetetmeretebeten tenes 
“=: Congress Street in South Boston to Dorchester Avenue ml\s RAE a oe ieee ere statetetaletatersnererecaroterata’s sasisnresseasrestestazatsesaooseesetaeatessemeeneeeemeneetelotenteeetseetersttenetereat 
commercial traffic (primarily trucks) is open. In the fall of | > \:- Paae W sae Ve: Seteteatatyrstanecctetetosesseesyesanaareeeee 
1994, the road will be extended to the Southeast Expressway sitan ; eR | Keep an eye on Runway ssi 
and become the South Boston Bypass Road, the first section |——77:::::: 3 Ath eC 14/32 at Logan Airport... eee renee 
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What's Up? 

@ Boston welcomed the opening of the Prudential Shopping 
Mall, the "Soul of Boston," on October 15. Hundreds of invited guests 
had a chance to experience the new mall in a festive atmosphere filled 
with music, celebrities, good food and cheer. The revitalized mall is 85 
percent occupied with a variety of clothing, candy, specialty shops, 
including the Warner Brothers theme store, and a food court. Quite a 
contrast to the bleak 1960s Pru arcade, the food court is big and 
comfortable with a wide selection including the ubiquitous Au Bon Pain 
and Legal Sea Food. Just days earlier, Boylston Street welcomed 
Marshalls and Forgotten Woman. Boston is ready for the Christmas rush... 








With very little fanfare, the Massachusetts Highway De- 
partment opened the Route 1 northbound tunnel from City Square 
in Charlestown, a major milestone for the Central Artery/North Area 
(CANA) project. When local traffic rolled through the four-lane tunnel 
Sept. 13, it represented another accomplishment in the $300 million, 20- 
year planning and construction project that has removed overhead ramps 
from City Square and opened seven acres of land for community 
development. After the Charles River Crossing controversy is settled 
and the CANA project can be finished, the two tunnels will carry traffic 
from the Central Artery, Storrow Drive and local streets from loop ramps 
over Boston Sand and Gravel. 


No surprise, the announcement that the Massachusetts High- 
way Department (MHD) awarded another two-year, $316 million 
contract to the Bechtel/Parsons Brinckerhoff joint venture to con- 
tinue managing the design and construction of the Central Artery/Tunnel 
project. The basic fee is 10 percent of payroll cost, and the joint venture 
and its subcontractors now employ slightly over 1,000. They are "over- 
seen" by 58 MHD employees. 





The Downtown Boston Transportation Master Plan Study, 
conceived over three years ago, held its first meeting to present data on 
transportation trends. The goal of the study is to produce a long-range 
transportation policy to address issues of access to downtown Boston for 
many years. The study will also come up with a more short-range plan that 
will attempt to deal with movement of people and goods within the 
downtown, looking at cars, delivery vehicles, bicycles, public and private 
buses, pedestrians, and more. 

The study is scheduled to be complete in September 1994, and there will 
major public meetings at critical points in the study. The consultant team 
is headed by Cambridge Systematics. Call 354-0167 for information. 


The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will be changing its member- 
ship as soon as the legislature and governor approve a home rule petition 
passed by the Boston City Council. The reform will add two neighbor- 
hood representatives to the ZBA. Neighborhood groups have pushed for 
years to try to balance the seemingly pro-development makeup of the 
ZBA, which is composed of an architect, a realtor, two representatives 
of the building trades and one mayoral representative. 

The bill also removes the requirement for a bond posting for appeal on 
smaller developments, a major hurdle for community groups, and allows 
the ZBA denial of appeal if the applicant refuses to meet with appropriate 
neighborhood organizations. 


More leadership and inspiration from the top: To follow the lead of the 
Massachusetts Highway Department, the MBTA was told to eliminate 
FlexTime for its employees. The MBTA in the past has actively pro- 
moted FlexTime and variable work hours to private-sector employers. 


The Central Artery/Tunnel project schedule was recently revised 
again. The planning and design phases of the project are considerably 
longer than was ever thought, with the early action utility construction in 
the downtown barely underway and the completion date for the entire 
project pushed back to 2004. Previous schedules showed a significant 
amount of downtown construction underway in 1993, the southbound 
tunnel opening in late 1995, and the entire project done in 1998. 


Whom do I contact?? 


Andrew Brennan, MBTA Asst. Director of 
Environmental A ffairs...call 722-3126 


Anne Fanton, Central Artery Environmental 
Oversight Committee...451-2770 


For information on ice skating conditions in 
the Public Garden Lagoon...635-7383 


Boston Public Works Department roadway 
complaints...635-4947 


THE FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR THE 
WORCESTER COMMUTER RAIL PROJECT 
WILL BE DONE IN A MONTH. 


CONSTRUCTION WILL BEGIN IN 2WEEKS. 


The Planning Process?? 





















You were asking... 


Q. Whatis the "enhanced I/M program" for reducing 
auto emissions? 

A. The state's 10-year-old automobile Inspection and Main- 
tenance (I/M) program has been improved to further 
reduce emissions. Included as part of the State Imple- 

mentation Plan for meeting air pollution emission reduc- 

tions mandated by the Clean Air Act Amendments, 
enhanced I/M may be one the most effective of all 
DOSEt d programs. Auto inspections will now be split 





to ob dos at local gas stations and testing for emissions 
will be done every other year at centralized locations. 













Q. What is NETI? 
A. The New England Transportation Initiative (NETT) is a 
six-state, 18-month study of the region's transportation 
facilities that have regional significance. The goal of the 
$650,000 study is to develop a plan of cooperation among 
the states and not to develop a transportation plan per se. 
Prime consultant is Cambridge Systematics, Inc. 






What is BCoM? 
. BCoMis the Bicycle Coalition of Massachusetts, a state- 
__ wide organization that advocates for the use of bicycles for 
urban and rural transportation. BCoM developed from the 
Boston Area Bicycle Coalition (BABC), a 16-year-old Bos- 
ton/Cambridge advocacy organization. 
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